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There are to-day signs that the State would like
to encourage the small investor, but it has chosen
a moment when those who might become small
investors seem singularly disinclined to save money,
and the plans of compulsory saving which some
collectivist thinkers have recently proposed would
probably kill whatever faint instinct there may be
to save. I also dealt briefly with other contractual
relations outside the industrial world, and gave
reasons for thinking that the interference by statute
with the traditions of the Common Law had resulted
in little but anarchy, litigation, and irresponsibility-
Liberty of Private Morals. In this chapter I
showed how the poor, though not the rich, suffered
from the tyranny of a decayed and illogical Christian
morality in regard to questions of drink, gambling,
and sex. Obviously it is only the poor who are
punished for moderate drinking at hours and
places convenient for themselves but proscribed
by Mr Lloyd George and his co-opted colleagues on
the Central Control Board, for gambling in regard
to small sums, and for trying to communicate to
each other the knowledge of limiting families which
can alone save many poor homes from being small
hells for the wife and therefore for the children.
The same tyranny pursues prostitutes who have not
sufficient money to conceal their vocation from the
police and general public. I argued that apart from
its gross injustice the general policy of the State in
regard to private morals cannot to-day command
the respect of any thinking person, since that policy
is a mixture of Christian taboos about sex which no
longer command public respect, of police tyranny*